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REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE 


ON 


MILITARY   GYMNASTICS    AND   DRILL 


IN  THE 


PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 


18  6  4. 


CITY    OF   BOSTON 


In  School  Committee,  December  22,  18G3. 

Ordered  :  That  Messrs.  Hale,  Lothrop,  Hay  ward,  Brain- 
ard,  and  Haynes,  be  a  Committee  with  authority  to  provide  a 
suitable  instructor  in  military  gymnastics  and  drill  for  teachers 
in  the  Public  Schools  for  Boys,  and  that  said  Committee  be  au- 
thorized, upon  consultation  with  the  masters  and  teachers  of  the 
Latin,  English  High,  Eliot,  and  D wight  Schools,  to  introduce 
such  instruction  in  those  schools  for  at  least  half  an  hour,  three 
times  a  week,  at  such  times  and  in  such  manner  as  they  may 
consider  expedient,  and  to  provide  suitable  rooms  therefor,  if 
necessary,  and  hereafter  to  report  to  this  Board. 

Attest : 

BARNARD  CAPEN,  Secretary. 


CITY    OF    BOSTON. 


In  School  Committee,  Dec.  13,  1864. 

The  Committee  appointed  under  the  foregoing  order  respect- 
fully 

EEPOET 

That,  pursuant  to  the  authority  thereby  given  to  them,  they 
made  arrangements  with  the  Massachusetts  Rifle  Club  for  the 
employment  of  Mr.  Hobart  Moore,  who  had  formerly  served  in 
the  army,  and  had  been  engaged  for  some  time  as  an  instructor  in 
the  infantry  department  of  the  Club,  — for  the  use  of  Boylston 
Hall,  then  under  their  control,  and  of  the  arms  belonging  to 
the  Club.  Instruction  was  at  first  given  for  three  times  a  week 
for  about  half  an  hour  at  a  time,  but  on  the  8th  of  March,  pur- 
suant to  the  suggestion  of  this  Committee,  they  were  author- 
ized by  the  General  Committee  to  appropriate  two  hours  weekly 
for  this  purpose.  Mr.  Moore  attended  at  the  Hall  to  drill  the 
boys  from  the  Latin  and  English  High  Schools,  who  marched 
to  and  from  the  schoolhouse  in  military  order,  and  also  at  the 
D wight  and  Eliot  Schools.  For  the  former,  convenient  accom- 
modations were  found  out  of  doors,  —  and  in  Minot  Hall,  when 
the  weather  was  unfavorable, — but  for  the  latter  it  was  less  easy 
to  provide  suitable  arrangements  than  for  the  others,  and  the 
experiment  was  less  successful  there. 

At  times  the  boys  of  the  two  High  Schools  drilled  in  the 
open  air,  on  the  Common,  —  and  on  the  29th  day  of  June  last, 
with  the  boys  of  the  Dwight  School,  they  escorted  the  "  High- 
land Cadets,"  of  the  military  school  at  Worcester,  to  the  Parade 
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Ground,  and  witnessed  a  public  exhibition  by  them.  On  the 
4th  of  July,  they  formed  part  of  the  escort  of  the  City  authori- 
ties, after  having  been  drilled  by  their  instructor  in  the  presence 
of  a  large  number  of  their  parents  and  friends. 

Your  Committee  have  been  gratified  with  the  fidelity  and  assi- 
duity of  Mr.  Moore,  whom  they  consider  a  good  teacher, 
and  the  ready  and  active  interest  manifested  by  teachers  and 
pupils  in  general.  They  refer  to  the  letters  which  accompany 
this  Report  for  other  facts,  and  for  the  opinions  of  the  Masters, 
and  report  that  in  their  opinion  the  experiment  has  been  as  suc- 
cessful as  the  obvious  difficulties  and  inconveniences  attending 
such  an  attempt  without  the  accommodations  and  arrangements 
which  are  necessary  for  a  satisfactory  trial  would  permit.  The 
boys  have  generally  manifested  an  active  interest  in  the  subject, 
and  the  drill  has  not  materially  affected  their  studies,  while  hvhas 
tended  to  produce  a  favorable  effect  both  upon  their  physical 
and  mental  condition,  and  parents  express  their  gratification. 

The  Committee  regret  to  add  that  they  have  not  yet  made  any 
satisfactory  arrangements  for  instruction  in  gymnastics  inde- 
pendently of  the  drill,  but  they  all  concur  in  recommending  that 
regular  and  systematic  instruction  of  that  kind  should  be  given. 
Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  varied  exercises  of  mil- 
itary drill,  including  the  marching  at  quick   time  and  double- 
quick  time,  running,  the  manual  of  arms,  and  the  bayonet  exer- 
cise, have  great  advantages  for  gymnastic  purposes  for  youths 
of  sufficient  age  and  strength,  and  they  would  advise  the  contin- 
uance of  that  branch  of  instruction  for  them.     But  they  are  also 
convinced  that  it  is  of  very  great  importance  to  furnish  instruction 
in  gymnastic  exercises  of  a  different  character  for  the  younger 
male  and  all  the  female  scholars.     They  are  not  unconscious  of 
the  value  of  the  voluntary  exercises  which  the  sports  of  boys 
afford,  and   they  are  aware  that  children  in  the  "  rural  dis- 
tricts," literally  so  called,  may  probably  find  in  their  country 
life,   and   in  the  employments,  and   habits,  which  it  provides 
and  creates,  something  to  satisfy  the  necessities  of  a  growing 
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physical  nature, — but  they  believe  some  positive  action  is 
necessary  to  protect  the  youth  in  our  City  Schools  from  the 
inevitable  tendencies  of  their  modes  of  life  in  modern  society  ■. 
They  do  not  think  it  is  sufficient  to  attribute  the  evils  which 
have  been  often  the  subject  of  remark  to  these  modes  of  life 
alone,  but  that  it  is  the  duty  of  those  who  have  charge  of  the 
education  of  youth  to  counteract  them  as  far  as  possible.  Nor  do 
they  consider  it  necessary  or  desirable  now  to  argue  in  favor  of 
some  provision  for  the  protection  and  education  of  the  physical 
system,  but  rather  assuming  that  such  a  provision  is  necessary, 
they  have  considered  how  it  could  best  be  made.  And  upon 
this  point  they  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  sufficient  to  multiply 
rules  and  regulations,  nor  should  the  matter  be. left  wholly  to 
the  teachers  of  the  different  schools,  employed  for  other  pur- 
poses, and  charged  with  other  duties.  They  believe  that  even 
if  such  a  system  can  be  successfully  carried  on  by  such  means, 
after  it  has  been  fully  established,  still,  it  can  best  be  put  in 
motion  by  the  care  and  supervision  of  a  single  officer,  devoted 
to  that  work.  And  with  these  views  they  have  unanimously 
determined  to  recommend  to  the  Committee  the  adoption  of  the 
following  plan. 

That  a  standing  Committee  of  five  on  gymnastics  and  military 
drill  be  hereafter  appointed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  enforce 
the  regulations  upon  this  subject  and  superintend  this  branch 
of  instruction,  making  from  time  to  time  such  recommenda- 
tions to  the  General  Committee  as  they  shall  find  expedient. 

That  said  Committee  be  authorized  forthwith  to  employ  an 
Instructor  in  vocal  and  physical  gymnastics,  at  a  salary  not 
exceeding  dollars  per  annum,  whose  duty  it  shall 

be  to  attend  the  schools  at  such  times  and  for  so  much  of  the 
time  as  the  Committee  shall  deem  necessary,  upon  consultation 
with  him,  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  the  teachers  and  pupils 
in  gymnastic  exercises,  both  vocal  and  physical,  and  of  secur- 
ing the  careful  and  regular  performance  of  those  exercises  at 
such  hours  as  may  be  convenient,  provided  that  not  less  than 
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twenty  minutes  per  day  shall  be  devoted  to  this  purpose  in  any 
grammar  school,  and  not  less  than  thirty  minutes  in  any  pri- 
mary school,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  recess. 

That  the  said  Committee  be  also  authorized  to  arrange  the 
grammar  schools  containing  male  pupils  into  groups,  so  that 
the  boys  of  sufficient  size  to  drill  with  arms,  and  in  number 
sufficient  to  form  a  military  company,  may  be  instructed  to- 
gether in  military  drill,  by  a  suitable  instructor,  to  be  employed 
by  the  Committee ;  that  these  companies  be  united  into  a  larger 
organization,  as  the  Committee  shall  find  expedient ;  and  that 
suitable  places  and  arms  be  provided  by  the  Committee ;  the 
hours  of  drill  not  to  exceed  two  per  week,  except  voluntary 
drills,  out  of  school  hours  ;  and  no  expenditure  exceeding 
per  annum  to  be  incurred  for  these  purposes  without  the  prior 
authority  of  the  whole  Board. 

Perhaps  a  word  of  explanation  may  be  necessary  in  regard 
to  the  phrase  "  vocal"  gymnastics.  The  expansion  of  the  chest 
and  the  proper  development  of  the  lungs  are  of  obvious  impor- 
tance in  any  system  designed  to  secure  physical  development. 
Proper  exercises  of  the  vocal  organs  are  necessary  in  combina- 
tion with  general  muscular  exercises  for  this  purpose,  while 
they  tend  very  much  to  advance  the  musical  capacity  of  the 
pupil  and  to  improve  his  capacity  for  reading  and  speaking,  the 
latter  a  branch  of  education  insufficiently  provided  for  in  most 
schools.  To  such  exercises  the  term  " vocal"  gymnastics  is 
here  applied  ;  and,  since  they  ought  to  be  included  in  any  proper 
system,  it  is  rather  to  call  attention  to  them  than  to  enlarge  the 
field  of  instruction  that  they  are  mentioned.  Your  Committee 
recommend  the  passage  of  orders  in  the  language  of  their  rec- 
ommendations above  set  forth. 

GEO.  S.  HALE, 
S.  K.  LOTHROP, 
GEORGE  HAYWARD, 
HENRY  W.  HAYNES, 
E.  H.  BRAINARD, 

Committee, 


MILITARY  DRILL. 


To    the    Committee    on    Military    Instruction    in    the    Publio 
Schools : — 

Gentlemen  :  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  the  following  Re- 
port of  my  services  as  instructor  of  military  drill  in  the  public  schools 
during  a  part  of  the  school  term  ending  in  July  last. 

The  instruction  was  commenced  about  the  first  of  February,  and 
continued  during  the  remainder  of  the  term.  I  commenced  with  60 
boys  from  the  Latin,  180  from  the  English  High,  80  from  the  Dwight, 
and  80  from  the  Eliot  School.  The  drills  were  at  first  one  half  hour 
three  times  a  week  in  each  school,  but  it  was  found  that  the  time  allot  • 
ted  to  each  drill  was  too  short,  especially  in  those  schools  that  furnished 
a  large  number  of  boys,  and  your  Committee  gave  permission  to  devote 
two  full  hours  a  week,  which  was  found  to  work  much  better,  and  was 
generally  adopted.  As  soon  as  they  were  far  enough  advanced  in  the 
elementary  principles  of  drill,  I  formed  the  Latin  School  as  one  com- 
pany, the  English  High  as  three  companies,  the  Dwight  as  one  com- 
pany, to  which  the  proper  officers  to  complete  the  organization  were 
appointed  by  the  several  teachers,  and  the  three  schools  afterwards  met 
together  as  a  battalion  several  times  for  parade  and  instruction  in  bat- 
talion drill.  As  soon  as  officers  were  appointed  to  the  several  compa- 
nies, I  appointed  a  drill  for  the  officers  in  their  duties  as  officers,  of  two 
hours  a  week  for  each  school  out  of  school  hours,  which  they  promptly 
volunteered  to  attend,  and  which  was  continued  during  the  remainder 
of  the  term.  Without  this  they  could  not  have  made  the  appearance 
they  did  in  public.  The  Eliot  School  is  not  included  in  the  above ; 
for  various  reasons  their  progress  was  not  so  great  as  in  the  other 
schools.  The  boys  were  much  smaller,  many  of  them  being  quite  too 
small  to  drill,  and  were  confined  to  the  yard  or  the  ward-room,  while 
the  Latin  and  English  High  Schools  had  the  advantage  of  Boylston 
Hall  and  the  Common,  and  the  Dwight  School  of  Minot  Hall  and  the 
Fair  Grounds. 

Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  procuring  guns  they  were  not  supplied 
until  the  middle  of  June,  and  those  furnished  were  not  suitable  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  boys,  on  account  of  their  being  much  too  long  and 
heavy,  —  being  the  old  pattern-altered  Springfield  musket.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  calls  made  upon  them  for  outdoor  parade,  it  was  impos- 
sible, in  the  short  time  allowed,  to  perfect  them  in  much  of  the  detail  so 
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necessary  to  the  proper  instruction  of  the  soldier,  and  in  order  that  the 
small  boys  might  be  able  to  use  the  guns,  I  was  obliged  to  give  them 
a  slow  cadence  in  the  manual,  which  occasioned  an  appearance  of  a 
"  want  of  smartness  "  in  executing  the  motions ;  also,  in  marching  with 
the  guns  at  the  "  right  shoulder"  some  of  the  small  boys  were  inclined 
to  stoop  on  account  of  the  weight  of  the  gun.  But  when  it  is  taken 
into  account  that  the  whole  amount  of  time  devoted  to  drill  was  but 
about  36  hours,  that  the  boys  had  drilled  with  their  guns  for  three 
weeks  only,  and  two  companies  only  five  times,  I  think  no  one  can 
justly  say,  who  saw  them  at  their  parade  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  that 
the  short  experiment  of  military  drill  in  the  public  schools  was  not  a 
gratifying  success. 

I  would  suggest  that  some  system  be  adopted  which  would  require 
only  boys  of  a  certain  size,  or  age,  to  drill.  I  prefer  the  former,  as  I 
find  many  boys  of  twelve  years  of  age  larger  and  more  able  to  carry  a 
gun  of  proper  size,  than  others  of  fourteen  or  more  years,  and  I  think 
it  of  the  greatest  importance  they  should  be  furnished  with  arms  of  a 
proper  size,  as  it  contributes  greatly  to  the  use  of  the  drill  as  a  physi- 
cal exercise.  The  U.  S.  pattern  now  furnished  the  militia  might  be 
a  proper  arm  so  far  as  weight  is  concerned,  but  it  is  too  long  for  a 
great  many  boys  large  enough  to  drill ;  therefore  I  think  the  short  rifle 
preferable  to  any  other. 

I  am  under  great  obligations  to  the  Masters  of  the  several  schools 
for  their  valuable  assistance.  They  have  been  always  present  at  the 
drills,  and  ready  to  aid  me  in  every  possible  way.  The  conduct  of  the 
boys  was  good,  and  no  case  of  insubordination  occurred,  but  all  seemed 
to  try  to  perfect  themselves.  I  think  the  presence  of  the  Masters  was 
a  great  advantage,  as  the  boys  felt  they  were  under  the  eye  of  the 
teacher  as  at  school,  and  that  they  took  notice  of  any  irregularities. 

It  seems  that  the  short  experiment  could  not  have  been  more  suc- 
cessful, and  if  the  drill  is  continued  upon  a  proper  system,  I  think  the 
Committee  and  the  citizens  of  Boston  will  have  no  cause  to  regret  its 
introduction  into  the  public  schools. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  MOOKE. 

Boston,  Nov.  7,  1864. 
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Boston,  November  29,  1864. 
My  dear  Sir  :  — 

My  absence  from  the  city  prevented  my  receiving  your  note  of  the 
21st,  till  yesterday  afternoon.  Please  accept  this  in  excuse  for  my 
delay  in  answering  it. 

Id  reply  to  your  inquiries  I  would  state  — 

1.  As  to  "  what  has  been  done,"  that  our  first  and  second  classes, 
consisting  of  about  fifty  boys,  engaged  in  the  military  drill,  and  that 
their  proficiency  was  very  satisfactory  to  their  instructor,  Captain 
Moore. 

2.  Of  "  the  result  in  regard  to  the  physical  condition  of  the  pupils," 
I  would  say  that  inasmuch  as  they  are  released  from  their  studies  for 
nearly  three-quarters  of  au  hour  each  day,  they  derived  the  usual  ben- 
efits  from  air  and  exercise.  But  I  do  Dot  think  that  so  much  time  cau 
profitably  be  taken  from  the  five  hours  assigued  for  the  lessoDS  of  the 
school.  Could  the  drill  occupy  just  thirty  miuutes  each  day,  I  should 
think  it  might  be  a  profitable  employment  of  the  time ;  although  I 
believe  that  if  the  boys  were  directed  to  go  to  the  Common  and  employ 
themselves  there,  as  they  pleased,  they  could  from  that  derive  more 
physical  benefit  than  they  would  from  a  thirty  miuutes'  drill. 

3.  "  The  effect  od  their  studies."  No  marked  effect  uuless  we  couut 
the  loss  of  time  iucurred  iu  making  the  reports  of  offeoces,  and  impos- 
ing  the  penalties  therefor.    * 

4.  "Discipline  and  behavior."  The  drill  increases  very  much  the 
labor  of  the  teachers  in  disciplining  the  school.  Since,  from  the  nature 
of  the  case,  only  the  common  school  penalties  can  be  imposed  for  dis- 
order at  the  drill,  it  must  be  manifest  that  these  must  be  vastly  in- 
creased, wheD  the  thousaud  aDd  one  requisitions  of  the  drill  may  be 
disregarded  either  from  carelessness  or  from  mischief,  when  merely 
turning  (or  neglecting  to  turn)  one's  eyes  at  a  particular  time  consti- 
tutes a  grave  offence.  In  fact,  the  discipline  of  the  school  is  burdened 
with  dealing  with  all  the  offences  which  can  be  committed  against  mili- 
tary discipline.  The  military  discipline  of  every  school  will  follow  its 
regular  usual  discipline.  If  that  is  good  the  military  discipline  will 
be  so  likewise.  If  otherwise  the  introduction  of  the  'drill  will  only 
increase  the  disorder. 

I  have  but  one  "  remark  "  which  seems  to  me  worthy  of  your  notice. 
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It  is  this  :  Since  the  Commonwealth  declines  introducing  military  drill 
into  the  Schools,  is  it  not  for  the  interest  of  Boston  to  make  a  knowl- 
edge of  drill  and  of  tactics  a  part  of  the  education  of  her  High  Schools  ? 
The  average  age  of  the  graduates  of  these  schools  is  between  seventeen 
and  eighteen.  If  these  youths  were  well  instructed  in  the  rudiments 
of  military  matters,  should  another  emergency  like  that  which  arose 
three  years  since  occtfr,  they  could  furnish  a  body  of  men  who,  in  a 
short  time,  could  become  efficient  officers. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

FRANCIS  GARDNER. 
Hon.  Geo.   S.  Hale. 


.  Boston,  November  25,  1864. 
Geo.  S.  Hale,  Esq  :  — 

Dear  Sir:  Since  the  commencement  of  the  experiment  in  Mili- 
tary Drill,  our  pupils  have  drilled  most  of  the  time  twice  a  week,  one 
hour  each  time.  Almost  all  the  older  boys  manifest  much  interest  in 
it,  and  would  not  voluntarily  relinquish  it.  Of  the  few  exceptions,  two 
were  secessionists  from  Arkansas,  and  others  were  of  secession  proclivi- 
ties, or  too  sluggish  to  use  any  physical  exertion  voluntarily.  Of  the 
younger  boys,  a  greater  number  would  like  the  time  spent  in  drill  to 
dispose  of  in  their  own  way,  but  would  not  like  to  have  the  hour  taken 
from  study  time  restored. 

As  to  the  effect  upon  health,  the  time  has  been  too  short  to  furnish 
any  data,  or  to  justify  any  conclusion.  I  have  witnessed  no  bad  effects. 
A  few  pupils  have  brought  certificates  of  disqualification  for  drill,  or 
rather,  of  unfitness  for  any  active  exercise.  The  disability  has  not  been 
occasioned  by  the  drill,  but  has,  in  some  instances,  resulted  from  foot- 
ball, or  other  sports.  One  parent,  however,  stated  that  the  drill,  in  the 
heat  of  the  day,  was  too  severe  for  his  son. 

I  do  not  think  that  the  amount  of  study  has  been  diminished,  except 
from  the  fact  that  one  hour  less  per  week  is  spent  in  school.  In  some 
cases  the  drill  has  acted  as  a  stimulus  for  study,  as  I  allow  none  who 
are  not  respectable  students,  to  act  as  officers. 
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In  regard  to  general  deportment  the  effect  seems  to  be  good.  The 
pupils,  in  general,  feel  that  they  must  and  ought  to  conduct  in  an 
orderly  and  soldierly  manner  while  exercising,  and  I  see  no  diminution 
of  good  conduct  in  school ;  and  the  officers  exhibit  a  sense  of  account- 
ability while  on  military  duty,  and  of  propriety  in  the  schoolroom, 
which  serves  to  develop  some  of  the  most  important  characteristics  of 
a  good  citizen.  They  are  quite  strict  in  reporting  any  dereliction  of 
military  duty  or  propriety.  This  is  a  step  gained.  Dr.  Arnold 
thought  that,  without  the  aid  of  the  more  advanced  pupils,  he  could 
not  control  his  school. 

I  should  not  relinquish  the  drill  without  further  trial. 

But  in  addition,  I  would  have  regular  exercises  of  a  few  minutes 
duration  daily,  in  the  schoolroom.  I  regard  those  practised  by  Mr. 
Mason  as  excellent.  A  greater  amount  might  be  beneficial,  but  whether 
that  should  be  secured  by  authority,  I  leave  to  the  good  judgment  of 
the  Committee.  Whether  the  variety  of  sports,  such  as  foot  ball,  base 
ball,  coasting,  skating.  &c,  in  which  most  boys  indulge,  do  not  afford 
sufficient  exercise,  admits,  in  my  opinion,  of  question.  Of  this  I  am 
sure,  that  boys  in  the  city  have  fifty  times  as  much  play  time  as  boys  in 
the  country  used  to  have  when  I  was  a  youngster.  I  do  not  think  that 
the  amount  of  study  and  confinement  in  the  boys'  schools  generally,  is 
greater  than,  with  proper  home  culture,  they  can  endure  with  impunity. 
In  regard  to  some  of  the  schools  for  girls,  my  opinion  is  different. 
Either  the  rule  forbidding  out  of  school .  studies  should  be  strictly  en- 
forced, or  considerable  time  should  be  given  to  gymnastics  in  school. 
In  all  cases,  my  belief  is  that  a  good  amount  of  physical  training  may 
be  secured  in  the  schoolroom,  and  that  under  the  guidance  of  the  ordi- 
nary teacher. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  SHERWIN. 
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Boston,  November  25,  1864. 
Hon.  George  S.  Hale  :  — 

Dear  Sir:  Your  note  of  the  21st  came  to  my  house  while  I  was 
away  at  Worcester,  and  I  did  not  return  till  Wednesday,  which  may 
account  for  delay. 

I  am  very  happy  to  say  to  you  that  I  think  the  experiment  of  intro- 
ducing Military  Drill  into  the  D wight  School  has  been  a  suceess.  I 
make  up  my  opinion  from  three  sources ;  my  own  observation,  the  state- 
ments of  parents  and  others  interested,  and  the  testimony  of  the  boys 
themselves. 

I  can  see  when  casting  my  eyes  over  the  schoolroom,  (the  pupils 
unconscious  and  at  their  work,)  not  only  a  better  general  look,  but  an 
improvement  in  the  posture  while  sitting,  and  in  the  walk  and  carriage 
of  the  body  and  head  when  standing  at  the  reference  books  or  at  the 
library.  This  improvement  is  slight,  of  course,  with  this  class  which 
has  been  so  short  a  time  under  drill,  but  it  is  perceptible  to  me. 

I  have  heard  nothing  but  commendation  from  those  who,  as  parents 
and  guardians,  have  spoken  to  me  on  the  subject.  Quite  a  number  of 
gentlemen  have  attended  at  the  Hospital  Grounds,  where  we  have  drilled 
during  the  summer,  and  have  shown  their  interest  by  remaining  during 
the  hour's  exercise. 

Before  the  close  of  the  last  term,  I  made  inquiry  of  nearly  all  the 
class,  as  to  the  effect  of  the  drill  on  them  as  individuals  ;  the  answers 
were  very  cheering  and  very  uniform.  With  few  exceptions  they  were 
anxious  to  tell  me  of  positive  benefits  that  had  accrued  to  them  per- 
sonally. I  have  had  no  instance  of  a  boy  asking  to  be  excused  from 
drill,  in  my  own  room,  and  but  one  in  any  other. 

The  experiment  has  gone  far  enough,  I  think,  to  demonstrate  its 
happy  effects  on  the  physical  condition  of  the  pupils,  and  I  have  no 
fear  as  to  any  bad  results  in  regard  to  discipline  (they  being  still  re- 
sponsible to  school  regulations  and  every  offence  being  nicely  marked) 
but  I  am  not  so  clear  as  to  the  effect  it  may  have  upon  their  studies, 
I  have  tried  hard  to  believe  that  the  increased  activity  and  elasticity 
of  mind,  might  make  up  for  any  apparent  loss  of  time,  but  my  teachers 
complain,  and  I  am  not  sure  that  we  shall  not  be  compelled  to  advance 
less  rapidly  in  the  text  books  on  account  of  lack  of  time  to  elucidate 
the  points  in  their  various  studies  as  they  come  up. 
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This  seems  to  me  a  fair  statement  of  the  results  of  the  experiment 
up  to  this  time  in  our  school.  I  am  sorry  I  could  not  make  it  more 
brief  and  more  to  the  purpose,  but  hope  it  may  contribute  something 
towards  the  success  of  an  effort  which  I  hope  and  believe  must,  in  some 
form  or  other,  meet  the  approbation  of  the  School  Board. 

With  much  respect, 

I  am,  very  truly  yours, 

JAS.  A.  PAGE. 


Mot  School,  Nov.  28,  1864. 
Hon.  Gr.  S.  Hale,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Military  Drill:  — 

Dear  Sir  :  Yours  of  the  21st  inst.  is  just  received,  hence  my  delay 
in  returning  an  answer. 

In  answer  to  your  inquiries  I  would  say,  that  since  the  introduction 
of  Military  Drill  into  this  school,  Capt.  Moore  has  given  two  lessons  of 
an  hour  each,  a  week. 

Capt.  M:  has  labored  assiduously  to  carry  out  the  instructions  of 
your  Committee,  and  has  succeeded  in  teaching  the  various  evolutions 
of  the  soldier,  as  well  as  could  be  expected,  with  such  a  class  of  boys 
as  he  has  been  obliged  to  instruct.  The  result  of  the  experiment  in 
Military  Drill,  "in  regard  to  the  physical  condition  of  the  pupils  and 
upon  their  studies,  discipline,  and  behavior,"  has  not  been  such,  in 
my  opinion,  that  its  introduction  can  be  called  "  a  success." 

There  has  been  a  great  difference  in  the  size  and  ages  of  the  boys 
who  have  drilled ;  hence  it  has  been  almost  impossible  for  them  to 
keep  step. 

The  class  at  first  numbered  nearly  sixty,  but  at  the  close  of  the  year 
it  consisted  of  about  thirty. 

We  have  no  good  place  to  drill,  our  yard  being  quite  small,  and  no 
suitable  room,  when  we  could  not  use  the  yard. 

These,  among  other  things,  have  been  disadvantageous  to  us  in  our 
Military  Drill. 

Yours  truly, 

S.  W.  MASON. 
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